
A Guide to Replicate the  Contextual 

Data File from the NAEP Data Explorer 
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http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/dataset.aspx 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/naeptools.asp 

One stop spot for all of your NAEP needs 

(below) 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/dataset.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/naeptools.asp


1. Go To: 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/ 

After you agree to the terms of Data Usage you will 

be directed to this screen 
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Note: slides with the designation *Optional are for those individuals who 

are familiar with NAEP data and wish to get into deeper NAEP analysis 

with the NDE.  

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/


2. In the drop down boxes select a subject [e.g., 

science] and Grade [e.g., 4 ] 
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*[Field] will change depending on user preference 



3. Select Framework year 

4. Check the year 

4 

Select desired measures 
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5. Check boxes of desired 
jurisdictions 

6. Click on Select variables 
for next step 



You are here 

What has been 

selected thus far 
6 



7. Select desired variables 
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8. For more information on a variable 

click on details  
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Our next step is to find the variable for instructional time. 

There are many variables to choose for the Science assessment.  We 

could look through variable categories: 

…or search based on a key word: time 

9. Type in time in the Search box and click on 

Go 
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RESULTS: Variable found under Classroom management using the Search based 

on “time” 
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Details of variable: 

10. Next click on Edit reports 
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11. Select Format options 
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Default settings 
12. Select Long for Variable Labels 

and under Include select None 
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13. Select Statistics Option 
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14. Check Average scale scores and Percentages 
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15. Click on Build Reports 
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RESULTS: 

16. Click on Export Reports 
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17. Check Report 1 

 

18. Check the format  

type for export 

 

19. Click Done 
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Exported Report: 
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An example of a Reformatted and Token assigned file for EDA in Excel 
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*Optional:  

Here is an example of 

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Setting variables up for 

a cross-tab. 

Here NSLP eligibility versus 

student affective 

disposition was selected. 

Once you are happy 

with your variables select 

Edit Reports  
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Select Report 1 and 

select Edit 
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Select NSLP versus a 

variable (e.g., “how 

much student likes 

science) 

Designate desired 

statistic (e.g., scale 

scores) 

Select desired 

Jurisdiction (e.g., 

Montana) 



24 

*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Position variables into 

rows or columns as you 

see fit  

(using a drag and drop 

methodology) 

Here “How much 

student likes science” 

was moved to the 

column position 
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Now preview your work 

Is this how you want 

your table to look? (If 

happy select done) 
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Now Build your 

report 
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Now Export your report 
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*Optional:  

customizing your NAEP 

data 

Designate Exported 

report form 
Exported Report: 



An example of a Reformatted and Token assigned file for EDA in Excel 
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This spreadsheet is set up so each row is an individual record of the desired NAEP 

data.  This allows the researcher to do Exploratory Data Analysis (EDA) with 

pivots. On the next slide is an example pivot of the above dataset.  



Example Pivot with NSLP and Student 

Likes Science Data 
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Performing Significance on Results 
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Select Significance Test 



Performing Significance on Results 
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Select Variables 



Performing Significance on Results 
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Export Report 



Performing Significance on Results 
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Exported Report  

in pdf format 


